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Someissuesaffectingyoungpeoplein
Scotlandthisyear…

Kathleenandherstaffworkedhardthisyeartostoppeople
usingthe‘Mosquito’,adevicethatmakesahighpitchednoise
whichonlypeopleunder25canhear.Itisusedbysomeshops
andcommunitiestomoveonyoungpeopleseentobe‘causing
trouble’onthestreetsbutitaffectsallchildrenandyoung
people.This‘teentormentor’istotallyunfairtoyoungpeople,
andSCCYPwillcontinuetoworkonhavingthisdevicebanned
inScotland.

Therehasbeensomegoodnewsforasylumseekingchildrenand
youngpeople.Therehavebeenfewerearlymorningraidson
homestoforcethemtoleaveScotland,andmostofthechildren
whohavebeenherealongtimehavebeenallowedtostay.The
ScottishGovernmenthasalsohelpedsomeoftheolderchildren
togethighereducation.

Where our laws give young
people more rights, we
should stick with them.
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The UN
The United Nations is a group of people who
represent most of the governments in the world.
They passed an important law called the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
(It’s a bit of a mouthful so we just call it the UNCRC!)
The UNCRC tells you about all the rights that young
people have. For example you have the right to meet
with your friends safely, the right to an education,
and to be protected from danger.
Kathleen recommends that the UNCRC should be made
into a law in Scotland. That means that the Scottish
Government would have to work even harder to make
sure that young people’s rights are being looked after.

Your rights
Kathleen wants to make sure that all young people
in Scotland know about the UNCRC. Children and
young people helped Kathleen pick a talented
illustrator called Alex who drew a brilliant picture
to explain each article in the Convention. Some of
them are on this poster. You can get your hands on
these illustrations by going to:
www.sccyp.org.uk
The UNCRC turned 18 this year and to celebrate
SCCYP organised two birthday parties to promote the
Convention, a traditional birthday party for children
and an event in the Parliament.

SCCYP’S WORK THIS YEAR
Handle With Care
Some young people with disabilities need help from adults to move around.
They told Kathleen they sometimes felt embarrassed and could not take part
in activities because of the rules people followed about helping them move.
They wanted the same chance of having fun and hanging out with friends as
other young people. The Scottish Government listened to what Kathleen said
and have agreed to look at changing the rules to make things better.

Parents in Prison
Children and young people who have a parent in prison can feel lonely and
embarrassed about this. They can also feel scared about visiting a prison,
or scared when their parent gets out. Kathleen’s report showed what
needed to change to make sure courts and prisons think about what is best
for the children of prisoners, not just the adults.

Sweet 16?
Many young people who live in children’s homes told Kathleen that they
were being forced to leave when they were 16, when they didn’t feel ready.
The law says they should be encouraged to stay until 18, but this was not
happening. Kathleen proved the law was being broken.

So Kathleen’s written some reports, what now?

Now that she has the evidence from these reports she will talk to people
about making the important changes that are needed.

The report is not the end of the project to make
things better for young people, it’s just the
beginning…

Live Without Fear
You have the right to be safe and to have no adult hit you. Kathleen
brought together experts from different countries to talk about why adults
should not be allowed to hit children and young people. Kathleen thinks
the Scottish Government should help parents look after their children safely
without violence.

Involving Young People
Kathleen has three young people’s groups who work with SCCYP staff...

The Reference Group is the group Kathleen goes to if she would like young
people’s perspective on certain issues. The 12 young people also work
with SCCYP staff in smaller groups on specific projects like the SCCYP
website, the annual report, and research.

The Care Action Group (CAG) has grown from 8 to 12 members this year.
They are concentrating on a project called a ‘Youth Jury’ where they will
get in front of decision makers and ask them for commitment on certain
issues that affect young people who live in care.

The Young People’s Health Advisory Group (YPHAG) is helping the NHS
with a young people’s perspective on health care. Their priority is mental
health amongst young people and they talk to decision makers about the
changes they should make in order to make accessing health care an
easier process for young people.

What next? Kathleen is looking at new ways to get more young people
involved in her work.

Children’s Choice Awards
If you are under 18 and live in Scotland, Kathleen wants to hear about an
adult who makes a positive difference to your life. This could be anyone from
your parent, carer, teacher, youth worker, social worker or neighbour. The
Children’s Choice Award is especially brilliant as it is judged by children
and young people. Check out our website for details on how to nominate.

Air Your Views
This year SCCYP staff and young people started creating a new website
which will tell you all about your rights. This new young people’s website
will be a chance for you to air your views on lots of issues and to find out
more about what SCCYP is doing to promote your rights.

If you feel your rights are not being respected you can call, write or email
us on the details below and we will find someone to help you. What you tell
us is also important because it helps us find out what needs to be changed
to make life better for all children and young people.

Want to find out more?

Scotland’s
Commissioner

for Children and
Young People

You have the right to
keep some things private,

except in exceptional
circumstances.

You have the right
to a good enough
standard of living.

You have the right to an
education.

You have a right to be
protected from dangerous
or exploitative work.

If you don’t already know, SCCYP stands for
Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young

People. The Commissioner is called Kathleen
Marshall and it’s her job is to make sure that the
people who make important decisions in Scotland

make things better for children and young people by
respecting their rights.

Write: 85 Holyrood Road, Edinburgh EH8 8AU Freephone: 0800 019 1179 Website: www.sccyp.org.uk Email: info@sccyp.org.uk
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