Child Rights Impact Assessment
This is a rapid impact assessment on the decision to cancel
the exams in Scotland in 2020.

In April 2020 a decision was made to cancel
the exams in Scotland because of the COVID - 19
pandemic. This left lots of young people uncertain
about what would happen to their grades and to their
futures.
A group of young advisers from the Children's
Commissioner's office got together to talk about
what impact this decision would have on them.
They decided to do an impact assessment on the
decision to see if had affected their rights.

the
p
l
e
h
s
viser
d
think
a
g
m
n
a
u
e
t
o
Y
d his
n
a
are
r
s
e
e
n
u
o
s
i
iss
ant is
t
r
o
p
Comm
him
he im
t
p
l
t
e
a
h
h
w
and
e
l
p
about
o
e
m.
p
e
h
g
t
n
t
u
u
abo
for yo
o
d
o
t
hat
w
e
d
i
c
de

Children and young people have
different needs and
rights from adults.

A Childs Rights Impact Assessment
or CRIA can help you find out whether a
law or decision has affected those
rights.
It can also show you what
impact any effects
may have.
We followed the process
described below. The boxes in
yellow are written by young people,
those in blue are written by an
adult member of the
Commissioner's team.

Rapid impact assessment
Stage 1: Screening
Is this a law or decision that is affecting children's rights?
Law or decision: The decision by the Deputy First Minister
and the Chief Executive of the Scottish Qualifications
Authority (SQA) to cancel the exam diet of 2020 due to
COVID - 19. This was possible under the SG (2020)
Coronavirus (COVID - 19) emergency legislation.
Does this decision affect children's rights?
YES
Stage 2: Scoping
Which UNCRC articles are relevant and what is the expected effect or
impact?
Article 2 - non-discrimination
Because everyone needs to make sure that the grading is fair
for everybody.
Article 3 - best interests of the child
They must consider what's best for all children.
Article 12 - the right to have a say and be listened to
Young people didn't have a say in the cancellation of the exams.
Article 17 - the right to information
The information was confusing and a bit patronising.
Article 24 - the right to good quality healthcare
It has impacted on the mental health of young people.
Article 28 - the right to an education
Obviously this is being affected as education has been
interrupted.
Article 29 - the right to an education which develops
personality, respect for others' rights and the environment
Education should help develop our minds, bodies and talents.
Cancelling the exams has created uncertainty for us.

Stage 3: Evidence
3a) What evidence would you need and where would you get it from
to inform your impact assessment?
Surveys - surveys of young people who have been affected
like Lockdown Lowdown and others.
Experts - ask people in the SQA about why they made the
decision.
Young people - talk to young people about how they have
been affected.
Other stakeholders - talk to other people who have a stake
in the system like colleges, schools and universities.
Comparative analysis of information - find out how many
young people have suffered from mental health issues by
seeing whether the uptake of referrals or access to
professionals dealing with mental health issues has changed
over time.
Numbers of young people affected - need to find out how
many young people have been affected by the decision.

3b) Is there any evidence not mentioned above that would help?
Information from the Education and Skills Committee in
Parliament where they discuss the issue.
Information from the Children's Commissioner's office about
any work that they have been doing.
Evidence from England, Wales and Northern Ireland about what
is happening with their exams.
Public health information around COVID - 19 that led to the
initial closure of schools.

3c) Are there groups of young people who have been affected in
different ways? If so how have they been affected?
Those with additional support needs - it depends on
whether they got the support they needed whilst they were
at school, if they didn't they will be disadvantaged.
Young people living in deprived areas - if they're using
previous attainment to grade exams it could have a negative
impact on anyone who has done better than average.
Young people about to move on to college or university - if
you're relying on your grades this year to get into university
that's going to have a bigger impact.
Young carers - young carers or those with absences from
school may not have done well in their prelims which are
being used to estimate grades, they might have missed a lot
of school because of their situation at home.
Young people who are home educated - as a home educated
young person you don't have a teacher so that means the
exam board has no evidence so most home educated young
people will have to repeat the year.
Other vulnerable groups - any young person who has been
disadvantaged in their learning throughout the previous
year may be affected in a negative way including those
where English is not their first language, care experienced
young people and those who are experiencing digital
exclusion.

Stage 4: Impact
What impact does the decision have on children's rights?

The decision to cancel the exams has had a negative effect on
children's rights because:some young people may feel they have been discriminated
against if their relationship with their teacher allocating the
grades has not been good - they may also be discriminated
against if they haven't received the additional support they
needed during their school year or if they come from a group
of young people that is especially vulnerable.
not every young person's best interests will be served.
young people have not up to this point been asked to give
their views or opinions on the decision and there haven't
been avenues created for them to be listened to.
young people's right to information has not been met information has been sporadic and adult focused, politicians
and experts have not been 'speaking' to them directly. It has
been difficult to get information and hard to understand it.
young people tell us that their mental health has been
adversely affected and that there is little support available.
their right to an education has been curtailed and there may
be negative impacts on their future educational
experiences.

Stage 5: If a negative impact is identified are there any ways to
change or alter the impact?

Teachers and other adults could ask young people what
they think should happen now and in the future.
The exams could be scheduled for another date or carried
out online.
The exams next year in 2021 could be cancelled. Whilst this
will not mitigate the impact for all young people those
moving into their senior years will benefit from a fairer
system of assessment which takes into account the
months of school closures and the disruption to their
learning. It will also help those young people who will be
disadvantaged by blended learning including any young
person who cannot access learning online.
Unmarked coursework could be marked to make the
grading system more robust.
Colleges and universities could adapt their entrance
requirements to take account of the situation.

to all the young advisers who
were involved in contributing
to this rapid impact
assessment

